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AACA  donor  wall  unveiled 


Hosts  and  guests  of  honor  (left  to  right):  AACA  Executive  Director  Chau-ming  Lee,  Suffolk  County  Dis¬ 
trict  Attorney  Daniel  Conley,  Tufts  Medical  Center  Director  of  Community  Health  Programs  Sherry  Dong, 
President  of  AACA  Board  of  Directors  Mary  Chin,  State  Street  Corporation  Vice  President  Joseph  McGrail, 
Jr.,  Billy  Chin,  Chinatown  Trust  Fund  Chairman  William  Moy,  Paul  Chan  and  Taipei  Economic  and  Cultural 
Office  in  Boston  Director-General  Kuo-tung  Yang.  Photo  by  Yue  Liu. 


By  Cody  Yiu 

The  Asian  American  Civic 
Association  (AACA)  held  a  do¬ 
nor  wall  dedication  ceremony  on 
December  8  to  honor  the  major 
donors  who  helped  procure  the 
agency's  new  permanent  home 
on  87  Tyler  Street  in  Chinatown. 

The  ceremony  attracted 
about  40  guests,  many  of  whom 
are  dedicated  members  of  society 
and  share  the  AACA's  mission 
of  empowering  and  educating 
immigrants  in  the  Greater  Boston 
area.  The  donor  wall,  titled  the 
"Wall  of  Noble  Thoughts,"  lists 
the  names  of  dozens  of  individu¬ 
al  and  corporate  donors.  Among 
the  guests  of  honor  were  Daniel 
Conley,  Suffolk  County  District 
Attorney,  Joseph  McGrail,  Jr., 
Vice  President  of  State  Street  Cor¬ 
poration,  William  Moy,  Chair¬ 
man  of  Chinatown  Trust  Fund, 
and  Sherry  Dong,  Tufts  Medical 
Center  Director  of  Community 
Health  Programs. 

Mary  Chin,  President  of  the 
AACA  Board  of  Directors,  in 


her  opening  remark,  noted  the 
increased  diversity  among  the 
AACA's  clientele  in  recent  years. 
"The  AACA  is  now  working  with 
new  immigrant  groups,  such  as 
people  from  the  Middle  East  and 
Africa.  Since  all  of  our  programs 
are  in  English,  people  from  all 
cultures  and  backgrounds  may 
feel  welcome  here,"  Chin  said. 

The  AACA  prepares  new  im¬ 
migrants  to  enter  the  workforce 
by  offering  English  as  a  Second 
Language  (ESL)  and  workforce 
development  programs.  On  the 
fourth  floor  there  is  a  classroom 
dedicated  to  State  Street  Foun¬ 
dation,  whose  generous  grant 
paved  way  for  the  agency's 
workforce  development  pro¬ 
grams. 

Moy,  a  well-respected 
member  of  the  Chinatown  com¬ 
munity,  was  the  man  behind 
the  scene.  Through  Chinatown 
Trust's  generous  donation  and 
his  notable  reputation  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  Moy  was  able  to  locate 
land  in  Boston's  Chinatown,  a 
neighborhood  where  open  lots 


are  scarce,  to  house  the  AACA. 

As  the  guests  toured  the  new 
building,  many  were  impressed 
by  the  spacious  and  comfortable 
working  and  learning  environ¬ 
ment.  "Without  your  contribu¬ 
tion,  we  wouldn't  be  here  today. 
Now  we  no  longer  have  to  move 
every  few  years.  The  building  is 
truly  a  blessing,"  said  Chau-ming 
Lee,  Executive  Director  of  the 
AACA. 

The  AACA  moved  to  its 
current  location  from  its  former 
location  on  Tremont  Street,  in 
October,  2007.  Buds  and  Blos¬ 
soms,  the  agency's  early  child¬ 
hood  learning  center  due  to  open 
in  spring  of  2009,  will  occupy  the 
ground  floor.  ESL  and  workforce 
development  classrooms  are 
located  on  the  fourth  floor,  and 
the  Multi-Service  Center,  which 
offers  immigration  and  social 
services,  and  other  office  spaces 
are  located  on  the  fifth  floor. 

The  AACA  shares  the  new 
building  with  Kwong  Kow  Chi¬ 
nese  School,  which  occupies  the 
first  through  the  third  floor. 


Ho,  Ho,  Ho, 
Santa  Comes 
to  Chinatown 


On  December  7,  Boston 
Mayor  Menino  and  Santa  Clause 
boarded  the  Enchanted  Trolley 
in  Chinatown's  Phillip  Square, 
between  Harrison  Avenue  and 
Essex  Avenue.  The  holiday  cheer 
also  included  Christmas  tree 
lighting  lion  dance,  martial  arts 
performance  and  face  painting. 
Children  greeted  Santa  in  excite¬ 
ment. 

Photo  Courtesy  of  Boston 
Mayor's  Office. 
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News  in  Brief 


Boston  City  Coun¬ 
cil  voted  to  extend 

bilingual  ballots 

Boston  City  Council 
held  a  public  hearing  on 
the  newly  filed  Home  Rule 
Petition  to  extend  Chinese 
and  Vietnamese  bilingual 
ballots  on  December  15, 
2008  .  The  petition  was 
filed  at  the  December  10th 
City  Council  meeting  by 
City  Councilors  Sam  Yoon, 
Ross,  John  R.  Connolly,  Bill 
Linehan,  and  Stephen  J. 
Murphy.  The  City  Council 
voted  unanimously  on  De¬ 
cember  17  to  extend  fully 
bilingual  ballots  to  Asian 
American  voters  in  the  city. 

Under  legislation  that 
expires  this  month,  Boston 
provides  bilingual  ballots 
for  Chinese  and  Vietnam¬ 
ese-speaking  voters  follow¬ 
ing  a  2005  agreement  with 
the  Justice  Department's 
civil  rights  division.  In 
2005,  the  US  Department 
of  Justice  filed  a  lawsuit 
against  the  City  of  Boston 
for  violating  the  Voting 
Rights  Act  based,  in  part, 
on  allegations  that  city  poll 
workers  were  interfering 
with  voters  who  spoke 
little  or  no  English.  The  city 
reached  a  settlement  agree¬ 
ment  which  called  for  the 
city  to  translate  ballots  into 
Chinese  and  Vietnamese. 

Wilkerson  ar¬ 
raigned  in  Boston 


Dianne  Wilkerson, 
who  formerly  represented 
the  Second  Suffolk  district, 
which  includes  Boston 
Chinatown,  was  arraigned 
on  December  8  following 
an  indictment  on  corrup¬ 
tion  charges  that  could  lead 
to  incarceration.  Wilkerson 
pleaded  not  guilty  and  is 
due  back  in  court  on  Jan. 

22. 

Wilkerson  was  ar¬ 
rested  in  October,  2008  and 
charged  with  eight  counts 
of  attempted  extortion. 

The  federal  authorities  ac¬ 
cused  her  of  taking  $23,500 
in  bribes  in  exchange  for 
political  favors. 

They  also  released 
surveillance  photos  of 
Wilkerson  allegedly  stuff¬ 
ing  money  under  her  shirt 
and  into  her  bra  during  the 
transactions  that  often  took 
place  at  restaurants.  Three 
weeks  after  her  arrest, 
Wilkerson  was  indicted. 
Each  charge  carries  a 
maximum  penalty  of  up 
to  20  years  in  prison  and  a 
$250,000  fine. 

Silver  line  may  lose 

federal  funding 

The  Boston  Globe 
reported  on  December  11 
that  he  MBTA's  proposed 
$1.5  billion  Silver  Line  tun¬ 
nel  under  downtown  Bos¬ 
ton  is  in  immediate  danger 
of  losing  federal  backing 
because  of  the  transit 
agency's  weak  financial 


condition,  say  sources 
briefed  on  the  decision. 

The  Federal  Transit 
Administration  has  told 
the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Transportation  Authority 
that  it  plans  to  officially 
downgrade  the  final  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Silver  Line,  a 
1.1-mile  bus  connector 
that  would  allow  riders 
to  travel  on  the  line  from 
Roxbury  to  Logan  Interna¬ 
tional  Airport,  the  sources 
said.  While  lauded  by  city 
and  state  officials  as  a  cru¬ 
cial  transit  link,  the  project 
has  been  criticized  by  some 
as  a  "little  dig"  because  of 
its  growing  price  tag  and 
potential  for  downtown 
disruption. 

Carol  R.  Johnson 
named  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Year 

The  National  Alliance 
of  Black  School  Educators 
(NABSE)  recently  honored 
Boston  Public  Schools 
(BPS)  Superintendent  Carol 
R.  Johnson  with  its  Joseph 
E.  Hill  Superintendent 
of  the  Year  Award.  Dr. 
Johnson  was  recognized 
at  the  36th  annual  NABSE 
conference,  held  last  month 
in  Atlanta. 

The  Joseph  E.  Hill 
Superintendent  of  the  Year 
Award  is  given  annually 
to  a  superintendent  who 
has  demonstrated  a  quality 
of  leadership  that  resulted 
in  significant  positive  out¬ 
comes  for  student  achieve¬ 
ment. 

Johnson  has  been  Su¬ 


perintendent  of  the  Boston 
Public  Schools  since  Au¬ 
gust  2007.  During  her  first 
year,  Johnson  presented 
her  Acceleration  Agenda, 
a  set  of  recommendations 
to  improve  the  academic 
achievement  of  all  stu¬ 
dents  and  to  strengthen 
operations  to  support  the 
academic  priorities  of  the 
district. 

Quincy  Mayor  an¬ 
nounced  $2  million 
in  budget  cuts 

The  Patriot  Ledger 
reported  on  December  10 
that  Quincy  Mayor  Thomas 
Koch  has  agreed  to  lop  $2 
million  off  his  budget  plan 
to  help  soften  the  blow  of 
one  of  the  largest  prop¬ 
erty  tax  increases  in  recent 
memory. 

Quincy  City  councilors, 
however,  refused  to  autho¬ 
rize  the  tax  increase,  saying 
the  mayor  needs  to  work 
with  them  to  look  at  city 
spending.  The  budget  cuts 
will  mean  that  taxes  on 
the  average  home  assessed 
at  $347,200  will  go  up  by 
$534,  instead  of  by  $582  as 
originally  proposed. 

House  Speaker  Salva¬ 
tore  DiMasi  announced  he 
plans  to  introduce  legisla¬ 
tion  to  allow  cities  and 
towns  to  join  the  state-run 
plan  without  union  ap¬ 
proval. 

Malden  schools 
anticipate  computer 
upgrade 


The  Malden  Observer 
reported  on  December  4 
that  schools  in  Malden 
will  soon  be  receiving 
new  computers  after  City 
Council  members  voted 
Tuesday  night  to  borrow 
$750,000  under  Chanell  44 
for  capital  improvement 
needs  in  a  number  of 
departments. 

HOPE  at  UMass 
Boston 

University  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Boston  hosted 
an  event  called  HOPE  on 
December  8.  Led  by  Pro¬ 
fessor  Shirley  Tang,  her 
students  from  her  Race, 
Class  and  Gender  course 
had  an  open  discussion 
about  the  issues  sur¬ 
rounding  race,  class,  and 
gender. 

Student  Tommy 
Foley's  monologue  re¬ 
counted  series  of  conver¬ 
sations  he  had  in  the  past 
and  told  the  story  of  his 
friend's  transition  from 
female  to  male. 

ChuYu  Huang,  a 
student,  revealed  stories 
about  the  way  people 
made  fun  of  her  "non- 
English"  name.  She  had 
considered  changing  her 
name  due  to  the  teasing, 
but  in  Chinese  culture 
it  is  regarded  as  "a  very 
good  name."  This  has 
encouraged  her  to  keep 
it.  (Reported  by  Yasuhito 
Yamamoto) 
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Chinatown  News 


Sound  banking  in 
a  shaky  economy 


By  Samuel  Tsoi 

On  December  15,  the  United  Commer¬ 
cial  Bank  (UCB)  held  a  press  conference 
in  Chinatown  to  discuss  its  views  on  the 
economy  and  announce  the  rollout  of  a 
new  mortgage  product. 

"In  these  days  when  banks  are  closing 
left  and  right,  and  the  financial  industry 
is  laying-off  thousands  of  workers,  UCB 
is  actually  thriving,"  said  Brandon  Vo, 
Quincy  Branch  Manager,. 

UCB  is  nation-wide  bank  serving 
many  Asian  American  communities,  based 
in  San  Francisco,  California,  with  Chinese¬ 
speaking  branches  in  Chinatown,  Allston, 
and  Quincy  after  acquiring  the  Asian 
American  Bank  in  2005.  Regional  Director 
Raymond  Tung  described  the  bank's  sta¬ 
tus,  and  introduced  several  new  financial 
products,  including  the  "Signature  Ho¬ 
meowner  Package,"  designed  to  provide 
the  necessary  financial  tools  toward  an 
owner-occupied  residence  when  home 
prices  are  relatively  low,  such  as  fixed-rate 
mortgages,  low  fees  and  access  to  other 
personal  banking  products. 

Tung  spoke  about  the  current  econom¬ 
ic  downturn,  the  sluggish  credit  market, 
and  the  bank's  voluntary  participation  in 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Treasury's  Capital 
Purchasing  Program,  part  of  the  Troubled 
Assets  Relief  Program.  The  Treasury 
recently  approved  a  $298  million  capital 
injection  for  UCB  as  part  of  an  effort  to 
encourage  healthy  financial  institutions  to 
build  capital  to  increase  the  flow  of  financ¬ 
ing  to  U.S.  businesses  and  consumers. 
"This  is  not  a  bailout,"  Tung  said,  "but  it 
is  a  reflection  on  the  stability  of  UCB."  The 
bank  is  one  of  twenty-plus  other  national 
banks  which  met  the  rigorous  criteria 
required  by  the  Treasury  including  an 
examination  of  the  risk-level  of  the  bank's 
capital. 


One  of  the  main  factors  attributing  to 
UCB's  health  during  one  of  the  most  se¬ 
vere  economic  downturns  in  America  is  its 
sound  lending  and  investment  practices. 
The  key  culprit  of  the  current  credit  crisis 
is  the  sub-prime  mortgage  products  which 
banks  carelessly  administered  to  people 
with  questionable  credit  and  spread  their 
risks  into  other  facets  of  finance,  conse¬ 
quently  propelling  a  dangerous  housing 
bubble  and  infecting  the  financial  system, 
actions  which  UCB  did  not  implement  to 
its  borrowers  and  its  portfolio.  "We  do 
not  need  to  change  our  lending  policy," 
Tung  affirmed,  "because  we  stood  on  our 
principles  and  we  are  well-capitalized." 

On  the  backbone  of  its  fiscal  well¬ 
being,  UCB  is  also  positioning  itself  to 
exercise  its  strength  in  maintaining  trust 
with  the  Asian  American  communities, 
and  plans  to  expand  its  operations  at  a 
time  of  economic  contraction.  "When  I 
knock  on  doors  to  introduce  the  bank  to 
the  neighbors,  they  usually  have  not  heard 
of  UCB,  but  when  they  see  a  familiar  face 
who  speak  their  language,  there  is  an  in¬ 
stant  bond  -  this  is  important  in  customer 
relations,  especially  in  banking,"  said  Vo, 
a  Vietnamese  American  with  extensive 
experiences  in  large-scale  banking  and  its 
culture.  The  branch  manager  recognizes 
the  bank's  unique  competitive  edge  in  its 
local  approach,  the  demographic  it  targets 
and  its  outreach  potential  to  groups  such 
as  the  Vietnamese,  Indians,  as  well  as 
mainstream  clients.  "The  Vietnamese  mar¬ 
ket  in  Dorchester  is  virtually  untapped, 
and  they  do  not  have  a  local  bank  such 
as  UCB  for  them  to  gain  the  dependable 
access  to  a  wide-range  of  financial  services 
catering  to  their  linguistic  and  cultural 
needs,"  said  Vo,  who  eagerly  hopes  to 
expand  to  those  markets  and  serve  more 
customers. 


Boston  News 


Where  is  China  Headed? 


By  Yasuhito  Yamamoto 

On  Dec.  8  Boston  University's  Fred¬ 
erick  S.  Pardee  Center  for  the  Study  of  the 
Longer-Range  hosted  a  conference  titled 
"Three  Decades  of  Reform  and  Opening: 
Where  is  China  Headed?" 

The  conference  presented  topics  on 
China's  future.  The  day  was  divided  into 
four  panels.  Politics  and  Social  Order  were 
held  in  the  morning.  Economic  Decision- 
Making  and  Systemic  Constraints  were 
offered  in  the  afternoon. 

Fourteen  internationally  known  schol¬ 
ars  were  invited.  Stapleton  Roy,  former 
U.S.  Ambassador  to  Singapore,  China 
and  Indonesia,  delivered  the  keynote 
speech.  Yongnian  Zheng,  head  of  the  East 
Asian  Institute  at  the  National  University 
of  Singapore,  had  a  discussion  named, 
"China's  Central-local  Relations:  How 


They  Constrain  Political  Changes?"  Min 
Ye,  a  Boston  University  assistant  professor 
in  International  Relations  presented  her 
topic,  "How  China  Joined  the  Capitalist 
World  through  Foreign  Direct  Investment? 
Social  Network  Approach  to  China's  Eco¬ 
nomic  Reform." 

Carl  Riskin,  a  distinguished  professor 
of  Economics  at  Queens  College  in  New 
York  City,  offered  his  insight  on  the  issue 
of  urban  and  rural  gap  in  his  presentation, 
"Income  Inequality."  Riskin  argued  that 
the  gap  could  be  smaller  than  the  existing 
statistic  by  making  a  price  adjustment  be¬ 
tween  the  urban  and  rural  regions,  and  by 
moving  rural  migrants  into  urban  areas. 
After  presenting  on  China's  healthcare 
system,  the  founding  director  of  the  Har¬ 
vard  School  of  Public  Health  China  Initia¬ 
tive,  Yuanli  Liu  received  a  question  from 
a  student  asking  what  he  thinks  about 
the  smoking  situation  in  China,  where 
almost  everyone  smokes.  Liu  regretfully 
admitted  that  even  the  head  of  the  Chinese 
Ministry  of  Health  is  a  heavy  smoker. 

He  suggested  a  proper  education  and  an 
increase  on  cigarette  tax  could  reduce  the 
number  of  smokers. 

In  addition  to  these  topics,  various 
issues  such  as  China's  energy  sector,  the 
dynamics  of  religious  growth  and  change 
in  China,  and  the  challenge  of  maintain¬ 
ing  a  one-party  state  were  discussed.  Each 
presenter's  paper  was  provided  at  the 
conference  and  will  later  be  edited  into  a 
book. 


The  Chinatown  Coalition 
December  meeting  highlights 


By  Anna  Tse 

On  December  11,  more  than  a  dozen 
Chinatown  community  leaders  attended 
the  monthly  meeting  of  The  Chinatown 
Coalition  (TCC)  at  Boston  Chinatown 
Neighborhood  Center.  The  meeting  ad¬ 
dressed  Tufts  University's  master  plan  up¬ 
dates  and  the  ongoing  Chinese  American 
Women  exhibition  at  Harvard  University. 

Tufts  University  Institutional  Health 
Sciences  Campus  master  plan  updates- 
Tufts  will  continue  its  ongoing  mainte¬ 
nance  projects  to  ensure  that  its  facilities 
meet  the  standards  of  first-rate  health  sci¬ 
ences  educational  institutions.  Upgrades 
include  renovation  of  interior  space  in 
South  Cove  and  updating  laboratory  space 
in  the  M&V  Building. 

The  Schlesinger  Library  at  the  Rad- 
cliffe  Institute  for  Advanced  Study  at 
Harvard  University  is  hosting  an  exhibi¬ 
tion  titled  From  Exclusion  to  Empower¬ 
ment:  Chinese  American  Women  in  New 
England,  which  runs  from  Friday,  October 
17,  2008,  to  Friday,  March  6,  2009.  A 
reception— including  a  lecture  by  Jennie 
Chin  Hansen,  president  of  the  American 
Association  of  Retired  Persons  (AARP)  —  is 
scheduled  for  Monday,  December  1,  at  4 
p.m.  in  the  Radcliffe  Gymnasium,  10  Gar¬ 
den  Street,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts. 

The  exhibition  features  women 
interviewed  for  the  Schlesinger  Library's 
Chinese  American  Women  Oral  His¬ 
tory  Project,  cosponsored  by  the  Chinese 


American  Historical  Society  of  New  Eng¬ 
land.  The  oral  history  project  participants 
include  factory  workers,  restaurant  own¬ 
ers,  Harvard  faculty  and  civil  servants. 

The  exhibition  also  showcases  such  figures 
as  Anna  Chennault,  the  well-known 
journalist  and  former  advisor  to  the  US 
government  on  Chinese  issues,  who  gave 
her  personal  papers  to  the  Schlesinger 
Library  in  2005.  Displaying  interview 
excerpts,  photographs  and  artifacts,  such 
as  a  traditional  dress,  mah-jongg  tiles  and 
a  moon  cake  mold,  the  exhibition  weaves 
a  historical  narrative  of  Chinese  American 
women  in  New  England. 

For  more  information  about  this  exhi¬ 
bition  and  its  reception,  please  visit  www. 
radcliffe.edu  or  call  617-495-8647.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  media  should  call  617-495-8608. 
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A  Candlelight  Vigil  for 
Mumbai 


The  Asian  American  Commission  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Boston  Mayor  Thomas  M.  Menino  and 
Boston  City  Councilor  Sam  Yoon  hosted  a 
Candlelight  Vigil  on  Thursday,  December 
4  at  City  Hall  Plaza  to  support  those  who 
suffered  in  the  recent  Mumbai  attacks  and 
to  counter  those  who  seek  to  spread  hate, 
violence  and  division. 

The  November  2008  Mumbai  attacks 


were  a  series  of  coordinated  terrorist 
attacks  across  Mumbai,  India's  financial 
capital  and  its  largest  city.  The  attacks, 
carried  out  by  armed  men  using  automatic 
weapons  and  grenades,  began  on  26  No¬ 
vember  2008  and  ended  on  29  November 
2008.  At  least  173  people  were  killed  and 
at  least  308  were  injured  in  the  attacks. 
Photo  Courtesy  of  Boston  Councilor  Sam 
Yoon's  Office. 
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Quincy  News/Op-Ed 


Welcome  to  a  world  of  firsts 

The  shutdown  of  the  Chung  Yee  School 


By  Rand  Holman 

I  was  invited  by  the  Sampan  to  write 
about  the  shutdown  of  the  Chung  Yee 
School  in  Quincy.  Never  someone  to 
shy  away  from  expressing  an  opinion,  I 
thought,  very  cool.  But  then  it  occurred 
to  me  that  this  blue-eyed  white  guy,  me, 
was  being  asked  to  write  about  some¬ 
thing  involving  a  culture  he  truly  knew 
little  about,  an  event  that,  as  reported  in 
the  media,  involved  some  alleged  school 
behaviors  that  seemed  normal  to  some 
Asian-American  parents,  very  not  normal 
to  others,  and  a  Quincy  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  very  appropriately  taking  the  time  to 
investigate  all  such  allegations  thoroughly. 

So,  as  part  of  my  early  research  into  these 
alleged  incidents,  I  turned  to  a  number  of 
friends  whom  I  thought  would  know  far 
more  about  traditional  Chinese  education 
and  cultural  behavior  than  1 . . .  and  of 
course,  they  also  happen  to  be  Chinese- 
Americans. 

Anyway,  back  and  forth  they  went  with 
significant  disagreement  between  genera¬ 
tions  as  to  what  constituted  (the  allega¬ 
tions  of)  physical  abuse  as  defined  by  law 
versus  what  may  have  been  considered, 
once  again,  a  normal  part  or  behavior  of 
traditional  Chinese  education  and  cultural 
behavior. 

But  before  we  go  on,  maybe  we  should 
review  what  may  or  may  not  have  hap¬ 
pened  as  alleged  at  The  Chung  Yee  School 
in  Quincy. 

Primarily  reported  by  The  Patriot  Ledger 
back  on  Dec.  4th,  (including  a  posted 
YouTube  video  interview  with  the  Rental 
Manager  of  The  Knights  of  Columbus  hall 
in  North  Quincy,  the  current  home  for  the 
school).  The  Chung  Yee  School  had  been 
shut  down,  with  the  paper  quoting  the 
QPD  that  the  closure  was  because  of  the 
school's  either  non-existent  or  insufficient 
licensing. 

Unfortunately,  there  was  also  a  terrible 

undercurrent  in  that  story  as  well - the 

school  was  being  investigated  for  mul¬ 


tiple  allegations  of  child  abuse  . .  but  as  to 
which  type  of  abuse  alleged,  no  one  yet 
knew  for  certain. 

Unfortunately  as  well,  only  two  Pa¬ 
triot  Ledger  news  pieces  (12/04  and 
12/11/08)  along  with  a  WCVB-TV  web 
brief  (12/ 05/ 08)  were  the  only  published 
sources  on  this  story  that  we  could  find, 
and  reports  were  that  the  QPD  was  neither 
clarifying  nor  identifying  the  type  of  abuse 
alleged  -  nor  have  the  statements  from  the 
accusers  been  released. 

But  after  reading  all  of  the  comments 
posted  on  The  Patriot  Ledger's  page 
where  the  stories  ran,  before  anyone 
rushes  to  judgment,  jury  and  executioner 
themselves  against  The  Chung  Yee  School, 
remember  that  we're  dealing  with  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  and  not  those 
of  China,  and  someone  is  innocent  in  this 
country  until  proven  guilty.  And  since  no 
official  charges  have  been  filed  as  of  this 
writing,  everyone  should  just  cool  down 
and  wait  for  the  officials  to  complete  their 
investigation. 

In  the  meantime,  and  although  it  may  be 
anathema  to  some,  let's  try  to  think  like  a 
Defense  Attorney  and  seriously  consider 
the  kind  of  abuse  alleged,  the  circumstanc¬ 
es  and  maybe  even  how  this  was  reported 
to  the  authorities. 

LOST  in  TRANSLATION 

Is  that  possible?  Could  the  children  who 
made  these  statements  (allegations?)  to 
their  public  school  teachers  been  uninten¬ 
tionally  misinterpreted  by  those  teachers 
-  who  then  reported  it  as  abuse  through 
their  filters,  through  the  prisms  of  their 
own  interpretations? 

If  such  was  the  case  and  in  fairness  to 
those  teachers,  they  have  become  increas¬ 
ingly  responsible  for  and  required  to 
report  to  the  proper  authorities  when  any 
child  expresses  even  a  hint  of  any  kind  of 
abuse. 

But  as  a  teacher  of  some  college  students 
who  only  knew  English  as  their  second 
language.  I've  experienced  significant 
misinterpretations  of  words  or  phrases  be¬ 


tween  our  respective  languages,  so  I  can’t 
help  but  wonder  if  there  was  a  first-time, 
unintended  clash  between  cultures  in  this 

story  that  may - or  may  not - have 

crossed  the  legal  line? 

CORPORAL  PUNISHMENT 
Let's  now  assume  that  the  child  abuse  al¬ 
legation  is  actually  physical  abuse  as  some 
discussions  have  been  speculating  and 
which  was  both  mentioned  and  demon¬ 
strated  by  the  school's  Rental  Manager 
(The  Knights  of  Columbus  Hall)  in  a  video 
interview  (as  posted  by  The  Patriot  Ledger 
on  YouTube)  where  he  defended  the 
school. 

Last  I  personally  experienced  corporal 
punishment  was  long-ago  in  the  8th  Grade 
from  a  British-born,  Oxford-educated, 
Gauloises  chain-smoking  English  teacher 
who  chose  to  smack  us  guys  in  the  backs 
of  our  heads  when  we  were  behaving  like 
the  juvenile  morons  we  were  -  or  more  ac¬ 
curately,  when  we  weren't  living  up  to  our 
smarts  potential.  Believe  it  or  not,  each  of 
us  actually  sought  that  attention  as  a  very 
cool  sign  of  approval  from  someone  we 
liked  and  greatly  respected. 

*  *  *  Sidebar  FYI,  my  parents  surprised 
me  today  by  saying  they  were  asked  to 
sign  a  release  back  then  that  only  autho¬ 
rized  my  school's  Headmaster  (no  one 
else)  to  uh,  smack  me  for  cause.  *  *  * 

Anyway,  remember  those  Chinese- 
American  friends  I  mentioned  earlier?  One 
of  the  mothers,  who's  around  my  age,  told 
me  that  while  in  China  as  a  young  girl,  if 
she  hadn't  learned  or  recited  properly,  she 
was  told  to  open  her  palms  to  then  receive 
some  painful,  stinging  hand-slaps. 

Her  words: 

If  I  didn't  recite  my  lesson  properly,  I 
was  ordered  to  put  my  hands  out  and  they 
smacked  me  really  hard  with  a  ruler  and 
it  hurt,  but  I  learned  my  lessons  after  that 
and  look  how  I  turned  out.  I'm  OK,  that 
didn't  hurt  me,  it  helped! 

But  her  son,  a  not-yet-thirty -year-old 
new  father  of  twins,  disagreed. 

Well,  no  matter,  because  physical 
abuse  and  Corporal  Punishment  are  both 
illegal  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  (Pa¬ 
triot  Ledger,  12/11/08): 

State  law  prohibits  corporal  punish¬ 
ment  in  schools,  but  school  personnel  may 
use  "reasonable  force"  to  protect  them¬ 
selves  or  others  from  an  assault  by  a  pupil. 

CLOSING  ARGUMENTS:  The  first  of 
its  kind 

Looks  like  we've  come  full  circle,  my  first 


article  and  my  first  Op-Ed  for  Sampan - 

and  this  case,  possibly  the  first  of  its  kind 
in  Massachusetts. 

If  the  alleged  offenses  are  indeed  physical 
abuse  allegations  as  defined  by  State  Stat¬ 
utes  on  Corporal  Punishment  in  schools, 
would  a  Defense  Attorney  argue  whether 
the  laws  banning  corporal  punishment 
clearly  enough  indicate  that  both  intent 
to  inflict  a  punishment  and  the  degree  of 
force  used  are  the  prime  determiners  of 
physical  abuse  -  or  is  the  mere  touch  and 
a  reprimand  sufficiently  clear  as  illegal 
corporal  punishment? 

The  bottom  line  is  that  state  and  fed¬ 
eral  laws  trump  cultural  traditions  every 
time,  but,  again,  in  this  case,  and  for  the 
sake  of  all  of  the  children  at  The  Chung 
Yee  School,  since  we  still  don't  know'  if 
any  laws  have  even  been  broken,  whad- 
daya  say  we  just  not  offer  any  absolute 
opinions  of  our  own  until  all  the  facts  are 
in? 

Those  are  my  thoughts.  What  are 
yours? 

P.S.  -  If  the  reports  are  true  about  the 
alleged  lack  of  a  license,  how  did  a  school, 
how  did  any  business  survive  for  more 
than  ten  years  without  someone,  a  parent, 
a  landlord,  a  city  official,  an  inspector,  his 
lawyer,  his  accountant,  someone  asking  to 
see  a  license  or  telling  Headmaster  Harry 
Kwan  that  he  needed  a  license  to  operate  a 
school  in  Massachusetts?  ©  R.  Holman 
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New  taxes  in  Quincy 


South  Shore  Calendar 


By  Victor  Ng 

As  of  December  15,  2008,  there  are  still 
discussions  about  the  proposed  rise  in 
the  property  tax  rate  at  the  City  Council 
meetings.  Did  you  know  there  will  be  a 
rise  in  our  property  taxes  of  almost  15%, 
this  year  (the  average  $347K  home  will 
pay  an  extra  $582)?  That  will  affect  49%  of 
the  40,000  households  in  Quincy,  because 
they  are  owner  occupied.  Our  Water  and 
Sewer  Bills  will  see  an  increase  these  com¬ 
ing  years  also.  We  are  going  to  "right  the 
ship"  and  pay  off  as  much  debt  that  the 
City  owes  by  taking  as  much  as  they  can 
from  its  residents  this  year  as  opposed  to 
spreading  it  over  many  years.  There  will 
be  a  proposed  cut  of  budget  spending  by 
$2  million;  some  of  it  will  come  from  pub¬ 
lic  schools  budget  which  accounts  for  35% 
out  from  the  current  $231  million  2008- 
2009  City  Budget.  Along  with  Education, 
Quincy  spends  their  budget  on  Quincy 
Employee  Insurance  (18%),  Police  (9%), 
Fire  (8%),  Retirement  Pension  (8%)  and 
Debt  Services  (5%).  You  can  be  the  judge 
on  how  much  the  residents  benefit  from 
these  services. 

In  this  great  land  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  we  have  two  things  we  can 
always  expect:  death  and  taxes.  Our  gov¬ 
ernment  creates  programs  and  maintains 
infrastructures  that  help  sustain  a  normal 
quality  of  life.  We  have  a  quality  of  life 
with  running,  drinkable  water,  acces¬ 
sible  electricity,  public  servants,  court 
systems  and  decision  makers.  We  have 


a  system  that  takes  care  of  all  304  million 
people  (July  2008  est.)  It  seems  like  many 
Americans  take  it  for  granted  that  these 
services  are  available  for  us  to  use;  Public 
Transportation,  Libraries,  Schools,  Waste 
Management,  Public  Areas.  Now  we 
know  how  who  pays  for  it. 

During  the  2008  State  Elections,  there 
was  a  ballot  question  about  the  State  Per¬ 
sonal  Income  Tax.  Ballot  Question  1  pro¬ 
posed  to  reduce  the  state  personal  income 
tax  rate  from  5.3%  down  to  2.65%,  cutting 
$12  billion  from  the  State  budget  (40% 
of  the  MA's  Budget).  This  will  eliminate 
funding  for  programs  in  schools,  police, 
fire  and  emergency  medical  services,  roads 
and  bridge  repairs,  etc.  There  were  many 
groups  against  such  a  proposal,  according¬ 
ly  69%  of  the  voters  made  their  decision  to 
go  against  this  change,  keeping  the  State 
taxes  as  is  which  is  still  below  the  national 
average. 

Taxes  are  important  to  the  community 
it  serves.  In  Quincy,  we  have  steady  in¬ 
creases  in  our  property  taxes  but  have  nev¬ 
er  faced  such  a  large  increase.  Do  you  feel 
like  the  property  taxes  we  pay  as  Quincy 
residents  are  worth  the  money?  Are  the 
roads  better  than  average,  are  the  schools 
well  kept,  are  the  streets  safe?  Many  in¬ 
terests  groups  who  make  the  loudest  noise 
get  the  largest  budgets  to  spend.  Are  the 
Asian  residents  making  enough  noise  in 
Quincy?  Or  do  we  have  to  start  making 
demands  sometime  soon? 


Quincy  Asian  American  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  to  the  Mayor-  Next  meeting  to  be 
held  on  Saturday,  Dec  20,  2008, 10:00am  at 
North  Quincy  Community  Center, 

381  Hancock  St.,  N.  Quincy  (next  to  the  N. 
Quincy  Thomas  Crane  Library).  For  more 
info,  please  visit  http:/ /  www.quincyas- 
ian.org/ 

South  Shore  Natural  Science  Center-  48 

Jacobs  Lane,  Norwell.  Outdoor  walking 
trails;  EcoZone,  an  interactive  live  animal 
exhibits  with  fish,  turtles,  and  bullfrog; 
critter  comer;  feed  the  animals  and  meet 
an  animal.  Hours:  9:30  a.m.-4:30  p.m. 

Mon. -Sat.  $5,  $3  children/seniors.  781-659- 
2559,  www.ssnsc.org. 

United  States  Naval  Shipbuillding 
Museum,  USS  Salem  -  739  Washington 
St.,  Quincy.  Tours  of  the  world's  only 
preserved  Heavy  Cruiser.  Exhibits:  U.S. 
Navy  Cruiser  Sailors  Memorial  Room, 

USS  Salem  Memorial  Room,  USS  Newport 
News  Memorial  Room.  U.S.  Navy  Seals 
exhibit.  10  a.m.-4  p.m.  Sat.-Sun.  $5,  $4 
seniors,  children  ages  4-12.  617-479-7900, 
www.uss-salem.org. 

Christine's  Comedy  Cafe  -  Colonial  Res¬ 
taurant,  39  Main  St.,  Plymouth.  8  p.m.  Dec. 
31,  Christine  Hurley,  Tommy  Dunham, 
Greg  Murphy,  Alicia  Love.  $50,  with  din¬ 
ner,  champagne  toast.  508-747-7100. 

Dick  Doherty's  Bean  town  Comedy  Es¬ 


cape-  Holiday  Inn,  Route  28,  Randolph. 
8:30  p.m.  Dec.  13,  Myq  Kaplan,  Joe 
Wong,  John  Porch.  $20  per  show.  800-401- 
2221,  www.dickdoherty.com. 

South  Shore  Art  Center  -  119  Rip¬ 
ley  Road,  Cohasset.  Bancroft  Gallery: 
Through  Dec.  31,  National  Drawing  Show. 
Hours:  10  a.m.-4  p.m.  Mon.-Sat.;  noon-4 
p.m.  Sun.  781-383-2787,  www.ssac.org. 

Marshfield  holiday  book  sale  -  Through 
Jan.  3,  Clift  Rodgers  Library.  Open  house 
with  refreshments,  Dec.  13.  For  more 
information,  781-834-4597. 

Polar  Express  -  The  Boys  and  Girls  Club  of 
Marshfield  is  looking  for  sponsors  to  send 
children  to  the  club's  Polar  Express  event 
on  Dec.  20.  Tickets  for  the  event,  a  magical 
train  ride,  are  $20.  To  sponsor  a  child,  visit 
MarshfieldPolarExpress.com  and  click  on 
"Become  a  Polar  Express  Sponsor"  or  call 
Shawn  Costa  at  the  Boys  and  Girls  Club  at 
781-834-2582. 

Carver  Festival  of  Lights  -  Through  Jan. 

4,  Edaville  USA,  Route  58.  Seven  million 
lights,  holiday  activities,  daily  visits  by 
Santa  Claus,  family  fun  park,  rides  on  the 
narrow-gauge  railroad  in  heated  pas¬ 
senger  cars.  Fireworks  every  Friday  in 
December. 
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Health 


Winter  Advisory:  We 
will  be  seeing  beautiful 
sights  of  snow  outside  of 
our  windows  very  soon, 
but  with  the  colder  weath¬ 
er  and  moisture  comes  slip¬ 
pery  patches  of  ice  as  well. 
We  are  all  at  risk  for  fall¬ 
ing.  These  are  some  tips  to 
help  you  stay  on  your  feet 
and  prevent  falls. 

•  Wear  the  proper 
foot  gear: 

•  Choose  shoes 
with  rubber  soles  for  trac¬ 
tion. 

•  Avoid  plastic  and 
leather  soles,  and  shoes 
with  high  heels. 

•  When  walking  on 
slippery  surfaces,  follow 
these  recommendations  to 
maintain  your  balance: 

•  Take  shorter, 
smaller  steps. 

•  Do  not  raise  your  feet 
high  off  the  ground. 

•  Keep  your  center 
of  balance  low  by  bending 
your  knees  slightly  and 
stepping  down  with  your 
entire  foot  instead  of  the 
heel  first. 

•  Test  any  poten¬ 
tially  slippery  area  by 
putting  a  foot  down  lightly 
and  scraping  the  surface. 

•  Keep  both  hands 
free  for  balance,  rather  than 
in  your  pockets. 

•  Hold  onto  hand¬ 
rails  when  using  stairs. 

•  Avoid  carrying 
too  much  on  stairways 
and  make  sure  you  can  see 
your  footing. 

•  Keep  walkways 
clear  of  debris,  water,  ice 
and  slippery  materials. 


Finances 


By  Michael  C.  Tow 

It's  almost  time  to  say 
goodbye  to  2008,  but  before 
you  pack  it  in  for  the  year 
there  are  some  important 
year  end  tax  strategies  you 
may  be  able  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of.  Remember  good 
tax  planning  can  help  you 
where  it  counts. .  .in  your 
wallet. 

I  have  invited  Todd 
Ellis  a  CPA  at  DiCicco, 
Gulman  &  Company  LLP 
to  give  us  a  few  tax  tips 
we  can  do  before  year  end. 
Here  are  some  of  Todd's 
tips: 

Offset  your  Gains. 

The  stock  market  has  had 
a  terrible  year.  However 
don't  make  the  year  worse 
by  having  to  pay  unneces¬ 
sary  capital  gains.  If  you 
have  capital  gains  from 
asset  sales  or  mutual  fund 
distributions,  it  may  be 
beneficial  to  sell  some  of 
the  "losing"  stocks  in  your 
portfolio,  thereby  negating 
the  tax  effect  of  the  gains. 

"Bunch"  deductions.  If 
you  itemize  your  deduc¬ 
tions,  you  deduct  amounts 
that  were  paid  before  the 
year  end.  Therefore  it  can 
be  beneficial  to  acceler¬ 
ate  deductions  into  2008, 
thereby  maximizing  the 
benefit  for  this  year.  For  ex- 


Falls  and  Fall  Prevention 


•  Remove  snow  and 
water  from  footwear  to 
prevent  creating  wet  slip¬ 
pery  conditions  indoors. 

o  Use  door  mats  to 

dry  your  shoes  when  enter¬ 
ing  a  building. 

•  Use  your  best 
judgment  when  walking 
on  sidewalks.  It  is  safer  to 
walk  on  the  sidewalk  than 
to  climb  over  snow  banks. 
A  grassy  area  next  to  a 
snow  covered  sidewalk 
may  provide  more  traction 
than  a  sidewalk  covered 
with  ice. 

•  Take  time  to 
plan  your  route.  Walk 
along  main  streets  where 
the  sidewalks  tend  to  be 
cleared  of  snow  and  ice 
first,  rather  than  taking 
smaller  side  streets  to  reach 
your  destination. 

•  If  there  is  snow 

or  ice  outside,  stay  inside 
until  the  weather  condi¬ 
tions  improve  if  possible. 

If  you  are  in  a  situation 
where  and  you  start  to  fall, 
try  to  reduce  your  potential 
injury  from  falling  by: 

•  Rolling  with  the 
fall  -  Try  to  twist  and  roll 
backwards,  rather  than  fall¬ 
ing  forward. 

•  Relaxing  as  much 
as  possible  when  you  begin 
to  fall  -  this  is  safer  than 
stiffening  your  body. 

•  Protecting  your 
body  instead  of  what  you 
are  carrying.  Throw  what 
you  are  carrying  out  of  the 
way  when  you  feel  your¬ 
self  start  to  fall. 

Year  Round  Tips  for 
Seniors:  According  to  the 


ample,  you  could  pay  your 
quarterly  estimated  state 
tax  before  December  31, 
2008  to  receive  a  deduction 
in  2008  rather  than  waiting 
until  January  15,  2009.  This 
accelerates  the  deduc¬ 
tion  into  2008.  The  same 
is  true  of  real  estate  taxes, 
which  generate  an  item¬ 
ized  deduction  in  the  year 
paid.  With  real  estate  taxes, 
beware  of  potential  alterna¬ 
tive  minimum  tax  (AMT) 
issues  if  you  are  subject  to 
the  AMT.  Other  deductions 
that  can  be  "bunched"  are 
non-reimbursed  medical 
expenses,  charitable  contri¬ 
butions  and  miscellaneous 
itemized  deductions. 

Converting  your 
traditional  IRA  to  a  Roth. 
Assuming  you  meet  the  re¬ 
quirements,  a  Roth  can  be 
more  beneficial  to  you  tax 
wise  because  unlike  a  tra¬ 
ditional  IRA,  it  is  not  sub¬ 
ject  to  taxation  when  you 
take  qualified  distributions. 
The  regulations  allows  for 
the  conversion  of  tradition¬ 
al  IRA's  to  Roth  IRA's  in 
certain  circumstances.  With 
the  markets  as  low  as  they 
are,  it  might  be  an  oppor¬ 
tune  time  to  convert  your 
traditional  IRA  into  a  Roth 
IRA  with  minimal  current 
tax  and  significant  poten¬ 
tial  future  benefits.  In  2010, 


National  Safety  Council, 
falls  are  the  leading  cause 
of  injury  deaths  for  people 
age  65  and  older.  At  a 
congressional  meeting  on 
falls  among  the  elderly 
earlier  this  year,  AARP 
President  Jennie  Chin  Han¬ 
sen  noted  that  "each  year, 
one  in  three  Americans  65 
and  older  falls  and  nearly 
16,000  die  from  complica¬ 
tions  from  a  fall." 

If  you  are  an  older 
adult,  the  following  tips 
may  help  you  avoid  injury 
from  falls: 

•  Stay  active  and 
exercise  regularly.  Exer¬ 
cises  such  as  walking  and 
Tai  Chi  are  recommended 
for  improving  balance  and 
strength. 

•  Review  and 
manage  medications  that 
affect  balance,  vision,  and 
perception  with  a  health 
care  professional. 

•  Get  an  annual 
eye  exam  and  bone  mass 
density  screening. 

•  Wear  eyeglasses 
with  the  correct  prescrip¬ 
tion  as  recommended  by 
your  physician. 

•  Use  assistive 
devices  such  as  a  cane  or 
walker.  Common  house¬ 
hold  items,  such  as  an 
umbrella,  should  not  be 
used  as  a  substitute  for 
an  assistive  device  to  help 
with  walking. 

•  Make  your  home 
safer:  ensure  good  lighting, 
add  contrast  markings  to 
stairs,  install  railings  and 
grab  bars  in  bathrooms  and 
stairways,  remove  throw 


the  income  restriction  on 
conversions  will  be  lifted 
so  those  over  the  limits  will 
have  to  wait. 

Take  advantage  of 
tax-free  giving.  If  you 
would  like  to  pass  money 
to  the  next  generation  and 
are  worried  about  gift  and 
estate  taxes,  remember  that 
you  can  give  up  to  $12,000 
per  person  without  tax  ef¬ 
fect.  Therefore,  in  order  to 
take  advantage  of  the  2008 
exclusion  you  must  give  by 
December  31,  2008. 

Purchasing  capital 
Assets.  There  are  some 
very  significant  incentives 
to  purchase  capital  assets 
during  2008  for  a  business. 
First,  you  can  expense  im¬ 
mediately  up  to  $200,000  of 
qualified  capital  property 
placed  into  service  in  2008. 
Second,  bonus  depreciation 
is  back.  This  allows  a  50% 
write-off  of  qualified  capi¬ 
tal  assets  placed  in  service 
during  the  year.  If  your 
CAPEX  plan  calls  for  the 
purchase  of  major  assets  in 
early  2009,  you  might  want 
to  evaluate  the  possibility 
of  buying  prior  to  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  2008. 

Michael  Tow,  Certified 
Financial  Planner,  can  be 
reached  at  617-734-4400  or 
www.newbostonfinancial. 
com. 


rugs,  and  pick  up  clutter  in 
walking  areas. 

•  Eat  regular  meals 
with  proper  nutrition, 
including  foods  rich  with 
calcium  and  vitamin  D  to 
prevent  and  manage  osteo¬ 
porosis. 

•  If  you  have 
noticed  a  recent  decline  in 
your  balance  or  you  have 
had  recent  episodes  of  falls, 
talk  to  your  doctor  about  a 
possible  referral  to  a  physi¬ 
cal  therapist  to  address 
your  balance  problems. 

For  a  physical  therapy 
balance  evaluation,  you 
may  contact  Tufts  Medical 
Center's  Outpatient  Physi¬ 
cal  Therapy  Clinic  at  617- 
636-5632  to  make  an  ap¬ 
pointment,  or  consult  with 
your  primary  care  physi¬ 
cian.  Other  services  include 
evaluation  and  treatment 
of:  back  and  neck  pain,  arm 
and  shoulder  pain,  leg  and 
knee  pain,  foot  and  ankle 
injuries,  sports  injuries, 
work  injuries,  post-surgical 
conditions,  personal  and 
auto  injuries,  arthritic  pain, 
and  orthopedic  injuries. 

About  the  Authors: 

Megan  Whitmore, 

MPT,  Senior  Physical 
Therapist  at  Tufts  Medical 
Center,  Outpatient  Physical 
Therapy  Clinic; 

Alexander  Pavoll,  In¬ 
jury  Prevention  Coordina¬ 
tor  at  Tufts  Medical  Center 

Article  funded  through 
Asian  Health  Initiative  of 
Tufts  Medical  Center 


Children 


Children  of  Hangzhou: 
Connecting  with  China 
Thru  Sun/Jan.  4  At  the 
Boston  Children's  Mu¬ 
seum,  300  Congress  St., 
Boston. 

This  exhibition  is  devoted 
to  expanding  knowledge, 
understanding  and  ap¬ 
preciation  of  contempo¬ 
rary  China  through  life 
in  Boston's  Sister  City, 
Hangzhou. 

Hours:  Daily  10:00  am-5:00 
pm  &  Fri  until  9:00  pm 
Admission:  $8  children 
(2-15)  &  senior  citizens;  $10 
adults;  $2  on  year-old;  free 
for  infants  (under  1)  &  Mu¬ 
seum  members;  and  $1  all 
visitors  on  Fri  5:00-9:00  pm. 
For  info,  call  (617)426-6500 
or  visit:  www.bostonchild- 
rensmuseum.org/ china. 

Fetch!  With  Ruff  Ruffman 
Open  Casting  Call  -  Chil¬ 
dren  Ages  10-14-Sat/Jan  10 
&  Sun/Jan  11  (Sat/Jan  17 
Snow  Date) 

Maura  Tighe  Casting  is 
handling  the  auditions  for 
this  PBS  children's  educa¬ 
tional  reait  show,  produced 
by  WGBH  in  Boston;  www. 
pbskids.org/ fetch.  To  audi¬ 
tion,  you  must  schedule  an 
appointment,  but  you  do 
not  have  to  have  any  acting 
experience.  For  info,  call 
(617)424-6805,  email:  info@ 
mauratighe.com  or  visit: 
www.mauratighe.com. 


Year  End  Tax 
Strategies 


EQUAL  HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


With  SAMPAN,  more  than 
40,000  people  could  read 
your  ad  today  in 
the  Greater  Boston  Area. 


Call  617-426-9492  x206  Email:  ads@sampan.org 


South  Shore  Housing 


Is  currently  accepting  applications  for  USDA 
funded  family  and  accessible  housing  complex  in 
Kingston  -  Kingston  Pines  Apartments  -  1,  2  &  3 
bedrooms.  Applications  will  be  accepted  on  a  con¬ 
tinuing  basis  for  all  units. 


Call  781-422-4267 


(QUA!  HG«Sl*£ 

QPPORTUNITV 


Affordable  Housing  Lottery 


63  NEW  AFFORDABLE  APARTMENTS 


IBRs  @  $1, 003/mo  •  2BRs  @  $l,188/mo 

Rent  does  not  include  any  utilities  except  water  and  sewer. 

Lodge  at  Foxborough  features  250  residences,  63  of  which  will  be 
leased  at  affordable  prices  to  households  with  incomes  below  80%  of 
the  area  median  income.  Affordable  units  will  become  available  in 
March  and  continue  coming  online  throughout  spring. 


Maximum  Income  Limits  for  Households 

1  Person  - 146,300  • 

2  Person  -  $52,950 

3  Person  -  $59,550 

4  Person  -  $66,150 

PUBLIC  INFORMATION  WORKSHOP 
to  be  held  January  20th  at  7PM  in  the  McGinty  Room  of 
the  Public  Safety  Building  at  8  Chestnut  Street. 

Completed  applications  are  due  by  February  16th,  2009. 


Lottery  to  be  held  February  25th  at  7PM  in  the  McGinty  Room 
of  the  Public  Safety  Building. 


508.698.3699 

400  Foxborough  Blvd.  •  Foxborough,  MA  02035 
LodgeAtFoxborough.com 


Affordable  Housing  Opportunity 


■  LOW  Mortgage  Rates  for  Qualified  Buyers 
•  Down  Payment  as  LOW  as  1.5% 


Applications  available  at: 
www.Delphlcassociates.com 
www.CHAPA.org 
www.MassAffordablehomes.org 


sor  ri:  SHORT  housing 


EZ9X& 


MassHousing 


Delphic  Associates,  LLC-508-994-4100-Susan 


For  lottery  information  and  applications  visit  www.s-e-b.com/lottery 
or  call  617.782.6900  and  leave  a  message. 

Applications  will  be  available  at  Foxboro  Public  Library  and 
The  Planning  Department  in  Town  Hall. 


FIRST  COME  FIRST  SERVE 

MERRY  VILLAGE 

Town  of  Duxbury 


BRAND  NEW  MAXIMUM 

Single  Family  Homes  HOUSEHOLD  INCOME 

2-bedroom  •  2  1/2  baths  3  Person  Family  -  $59,550 
1  car  garage  •  $175,000  4  Person  Family  -  $66,150 


Submit 
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Op-Ed 


By  Steven  Chin 

Senior  Pastor, 

Boston  Chinese 
Evangelical  Church 
(BCEQ 

With  parents  that  immigrated  from 
China,  my  family  adopted  Western  tradi¬ 
tions  as  well  as  kept  Chinese  traditions. 
We  kept  Chinese  New  Year  customs  like 
red  envelopes  containing  money  for  the 
children.  But  we  also  embraced  "Ameri¬ 
can"  traditions  related  to  Christmas. 

My  father  and  mother,  who  worked  in 
a  laundry  and  a  sewing  factory  respec¬ 
tively,  were  not  Christian.  But  we  bought 
a  Christmas  tree  every  year,  had  candles 
in  our  windows,  and  sent  out  Christmas 
cards. 

Growing  up,  I  really  loved  Christmas. 
With  festive  lights,  joyful  music,  colorful 
decorations,  and,  most  of  all,  presents, 
Christmas  made  the  cold  winter  so  much 
fun.  I  even  believed  in  Santa  Claus  for  a 
while  until  I  figured  out  there  was  no  way 
he  could  fit  in  our  apartment's  exhaust 
pipe. 

1  really  did  not  understand  the  true 
meaning  of  Christmas  until  adolescence 
when  some  neighbors  of  ours  invited  my 
brother  and  me  to  attend  their  church.  I 
was  curious  about  God,  Christianity,  the 


The  Meaning 

purpose  of  life,  and  life  after  death,  sub¬ 
jects  my  parents  never  talked  about.  I  con¬ 
tinued  to  attend  the  church  every  week, 
learning  more  and  more  about  Christianity 
and  about  what  the  Bible  taught.  Slowly 
my  questions  began  to  be  answered. 

I  learned  that  Christmas  was  really 
about  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ.  A  lot  of 
stuff  has  been  added  on  to  Christmas 
but  this  was  the  essence  of  Christmas.  I 
learned  that  Jesus  Christ  was  not  just  a  fa¬ 
mous  person  who  did  a  lot  of  good  things 
like  George  Washington  or  Martin  Luther 
King.  But  that  Jesus  Christ  was  actually 
God,  the  creator  of  this  universe,  becom¬ 
ing  a  human  being.  No  wonder  so  much 
was  made  of  His  birth. 

The  Bible  teaches  that  the  reason  God 
became  a  man  was  to  save  us  from  our 
sins  or  all  the  wrong  we  have  done.  Up  to 
that  point  as  a  young  boy,  I  thought  that, 
if  there  is  life  after  death,  then  I  should 
deserve  to  get  into  heaven  because  I  was  a 
pretty  good  kid.  I  did  not  get  into  trouble, 
and  I  did  well  in  school.  But  the  Bible 
taught  that  compared  to  a  holy  God,  all 
of  us  fall  short  of  His  perfect  standard. 

We  do  not  love  God  and  others  as  we 
should.  In  love,  God's  solution  was  for 
Jesus  Christ  to  become  a  human  being,  live 
a  perfect  life,  and  die  as  a  substitute  for  us. 
His  rising  from  the  dead  showed  He  was 
indeed  the  savior.  (The  other  big  Chris- 


Book  Review 


The  Snake  Dance 
of  Asian  American  Activism 


by  Michael  Liu,  Kim  Geron  and  Tracy  Lai 

The  Snake  Dance  of  Asian  American  Activ¬ 
ism  is  an  important  book,  and  is  essential 
reading  for  students  of  Asian  American  his¬ 
tory,  contemporary  Asian  American  activists 
and  anyone  interested  in  the  development 
and  continuance  of  Asian  American  commu¬ 
nities.  There  is  a  particular  focus  on  Boston, 
alongside  a  handful  of  other  cities.  Local  au¬ 
thor  Mike  Liu  of  UMass  Boston,  Kim  Geron 
and  Tracy  Lai  have  written  a  compelling, 
vital  history  of  the  Asian  American  Move¬ 
ment  (AAM).  Snake  Dance  also  debunks 
many  myths  about  that  movement,  leaving 
an  historical  analysis  for  this  and  future 
generation  of  activists  and  scholars  to  build 
upon  and  understand  more  deeply. 

The  authors  of  Snake  Dance  attempt  three 
goals.  First,  they  seek  to  show  that  "the  Asian 
American  Movement's  length,  breadth,  and 
effects  were  of  a  significantly  greater  mag¬ 
nitude  than  generally  understood".  Second, 
they  argue  that,  "the  AAM  was  grounded 
in  a  vision  for  structural  change  and  not 
primarily  an  assertion  for  identity."  Third, 
Liu,  Geron  and  Lai  state  that  "a  social  move¬ 
ment  theory  lens  better  assesses  the  AAM's 
significance  than  current  narratives." 

They  cover  over  70  years  in  their  analysis 
of  a  movement  they  divide  into  distinct  time 
periods.  They  begin  with  the  little-known 
early  history  of  Asian  American  activism, 
including  trade  union  organizing  of  the 
1930' s.  The  authors  examine  the  post  World 
War  II  era  through  the  1960's.-  when  Asian 
Americans  began  moving  to  the  suburbs, 
professionalized  and  the  influx  of  Asian  im¬ 
migrants  began  -  that  led  to  the  birth  of  the 
AAM. 

When  the  Vietnam  war  and  Black  Power 
movements  politicized  Asian  American 
activists,  it  led  to  a  period  beginning  in  1968, 
characterized  by  new  ways  of  thinking  and 
community  building  that  challenged  the  op¬ 
pressive  structure  of  American  society  while 
also  challenging  the  entrenched  community 
leadership.  The  period  from  1976  through 
1982  saw  the  flowering  of  the  mature  move¬ 
ment,  characterized  by  expanding  and 
sophisticated  work,  especially  in  labor  and 
among  students,  and  weaknesses  in  in-fight¬ 
ing  among  competing  political  groups  and 
focus  on  industrial  labor.  The  period  from 
1983-1989,  which  included  the  Vincent  Chin 
case  and  the  Jesse  Jackson  for  President 
campaigns  -  represented  a  time  when  the 
AAM  grew  in  its  sophistication,  resources, 
effectiveness  and  national  reach.  Yet  the 
focus  of  the  movement  narrowed  and  many 
organizations  lost  the  sense  of  their  connec¬ 
tion  to  other  aspects  of  the  movement  and 


Reviewed  by  Todd  Lee 

the  unifying  goal  of  fundamentally  chang¬ 
ing  the  structures  of  society. 

The  authors  contend  that  movement 
eventually  ebbed  in  the  post  1990  period, 
due  to  a  combination  of  factors.  The  col¬ 
lapse  of  socialism  left  the  AAM  without  a 
credible  alternative  model.  Meanwhile,  the 
U.S.'s  continuing  momentum  to  right-wing 
politics,  an  Asian  American  population 
becoming  more  diversified  ethnically  and 
economically,  and  fragmentation  of  the 
community's  infrastructure  combined  to 
undermine  the  unity  of  the  movement. 
Despite  its  failure  to  resolve  its  essential 
goal  of  full  equality,  the  AAM  democra¬ 
tized  our  communities'  leadership  and 
politics,  built  up  contemporary  community 
infrastructure,  increased  the  power  of  Asian 
American  workers,  and  overcome  our 
historic  isolation,  injecting  Asian  Americans 
more  into  the  national  and  urban  stages  as  a 
recognized  constituency. 

The  women  don't  call  this  leader¬ 
ship  training  or  use  this  kind  of  language, 
but  that  is  what  they  were  doing.  They  just 
do  what  has  to  be  done,  partly  because  it  is 
for  the  children  and  out  of  practicality.  One 
husband  who  didn't  like  his  wife  attending 
the  meetings,  and  being  so  active  locked 
her  out  of  the  house.  Later  on,  she  divorced 
him.  The  style  of  the  prose  and  analysis  of 
the  book,  also  make  it  a  compelling  read. 

Liu,  Geron  and  Lai,  convey  a  sense  of  the 
urgency  and  optimism  of  the  Movement.  Of 
its  early  days,  they  write: 

Similarly  in  other  movement  activities, 

Asian  American  activists  organized  with  the 
same  resourcefulness  and  passion,  introduc¬ 
ing  new  ideas,  ideals,  energy  and  creativity 
into  many  areas  of  the  broad  community 
and  creating  new  relationships  with  a  larger 
society.  They  addressed  chronic  problems 
and  inequities,  undeterred  by  the  lack  of  in¬ 
stitutional  support,  experience,  or  expertise. 
As  a  consequence,  they  created  new  com¬ 
munity  structure,  Asian  American  studies 
programs,  community  services,  grassroots 
organizations,  and  coalitions  that  persisted 
to  address  the  problems  and  issues.  The 
AAM  refashioned  their  communities. 

The  book  posits  the  need  for  "a  guiding 
cohesive  analysis  to  chart  a  new  direction". 
Snake  Dance  challenges  older  activists  to 
join  younger  activists  so  that  the  synthesis 
of  our  experiences  and  understandings  can 
help  rebuild  the  AAM  and  move  our  people 
forward.  Its  vibrant  interpretation  of  our 
history  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  that 
continuing  dance  of  activism  in  a  rapidly 
changing  world. 


of  Christmas 

tian  holiday,  Easter,  commemorates  this.) 

After  learning  of  these  teaching  about 
Christ  from  the  Bible,  I  received  God's  gift 
to  us  like  an  undeserved  present.  It  has 
resulted  in  a  relationship  with  God  that 
has  changed  my  life.  The  peace,  joy,  and 
hope  associated  with  Christmas  were  no 
longer  nice  words  for  the  holidays,  but 
actual  blessings  1  have  experienced  in  my 
relationship  with  the  Christ  of  Christmas. 

The  following  poem  summarizes  the 
importance  of  the  person  whose  birth  we 
celebrate  at  Christmas. 

One  Solitary  Life 

He  was  born  in  an  obscure  village,  a 
child  of  a  peasant  woman. 

He  worked  in  a  carpenter  shop  until 
He  was  thirty. 

Then  became  an  itinerant  preacher. 

He  never  wrote  a  book. 

He  never  held  an  office. 

He  never  did  one  thing  that  usually 


accompanies  greatness. 

He  had  no  credentials  but  Himself. 

While  still  a  young  man,  public  opinion 
turned  against  Him. 

His  friends  ran  away. 

One  denied  Him. 

He  went  through  the  mockery  of  a  trial. 

He  was  nailed  to  a  cross  between  two 
thieves. 

His  executioners  gambled  for  His  only 
piece  of  property  -  His  coat. 

He  was  laid  in  a  borrowed  grave. 

Nineteen  wide  centuries  have  come  and 
gone. 

Today  He  is  the  centerpiece  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race. 

All  the  armies  that  ever  marched. 

All  the  navies  that  ever  sailed. 

All  the  parliaments  that  ever  sat. 

And  all  the  kings  that  ever  reigned  put 
together, 

have  not  affected  the  life  of  man  upon 
this  earth  as  powerfully  as  that 
One  Solitary  Life. 

~Author  Unknown  Public  Domain 
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BOSTON  CHINESE  EVANGELICAL  CHURCH  Tltf 


English  Worship  Services 
**9:15am 

Quincy  Elementary  School  Auditorium 
885  Washington  Street,  Boston 

**ll:00am 

Newton  Campus 

Cantonese  Worship  Services 
**9:15am 

Newton  Campus 

**ll:00am 

Chinatown  Campus 

**ll:15am 

Quincy  Elementary  School  Auditorium 
885  Washington  Street,  Boston 

Mandarin  Worship  Service 
**9:15am 

Chinatown  Campus 


Chinatown  Campus 

249  Harrison  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)  426-5711 

Newton  Campus 

218  Walnut  Street 
Newton,  MA  02460 
(617)  243-0100 


WWW.BCEC.KET 


Programs  for  children,  youth,  students,  couples,  families, 
single  adults,  elderly,  as  well  as  SSL,  Citizenship,  and  sports! 


X 

LYNNFIELD 

COMMONS 


Brand  New  Apartment  Homes 

Opening  March  2009! 

50  Apartments  Reserved  as  affordable  for  those  who  qualify  under  these  income 

limits: 


Maximum  Income  Limits  Apply 

1  Person  $46,300  3  Persons  $59,550 

2  Persons  $52,950  4  Persons  $66,150 

Contemporary  One  Bedrooms  and  Two  Bedrooms  Available! 

*100%  Smoke  Free  *Full  Size  Washer  &  Dryer 
‘Spacious  Floor  Plans  'Patio/ Balcony 
*  Swimming  Pool  'Fitness  Center 

'Eco-Friendly  'One  Pet  Friendly  Building 

Construction  '  Clubhouse,  WiFi,  Game  Room 


Applications  will  be  accepted  by  mail  from  December  22,  2008  to  February  20,  2009 


A  lottery  will  be  held  on 

February  26, 2009, 10:00  am  at  the  Leasing  Center 
375  Broadway  Lynnfield,  MA  01940 for  qualified  applicants. 


Please  Call  for  Information  or 
Reasonable  Accommodation  at:  781-592-6800 
TTY:  800-439-2370/ Connect  to  Lynnfield  Commons  781-849-0011 


CORCORAN 

MANAGCMKNT  COMPANY 


Informational  session  will  be  held  on 
January  21,  2009,  6:30pm  at  the  Leasing  Center 

375  Broadway  Lynnfield,  MA  01940 

www.LynnfieldCommons.com 
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Immigration/Op-Ed 


The  Possibility  of  Immigration 

Reform  under  President-Elect  Obama 


By  Keith  A.  Pabian 

Since  Barack  Obama's 
November  5th  victory  in  the 
presidential  election,  immigra¬ 
tion  advocates  are  optimistic 
that  comprehensive  immigra¬ 
tion  reform  will  take  place 
under  President-Elect  Barack 
Obama.  But  how  optimistic 
should  these  advocates  be  that 
comprehensive  immigration 
reform  will  actually  happen  in 
the  near  future? 

For  a  United  States  presi¬ 
dent,  Obama  has  a  unique 
perspective  on  immigration 
as  his  father  is  from  Kenya. 

He  is  only  the  fourth  known 
U.S.  president  ever  to  have 
a  foreign  parent.  During 
his  presidential  campaign, 
Obama  often  hinted  that 
comprehensive  immigration 
reform  was  on  his  priority  list 
when  he  took  office.  During 
an  appearance  on  Univision 
Spanish-language  TV  network 
in  September  2008,  Obama 
was  asked  whether  he  sup¬ 
ported  stopping  immigration 
raids.  Obama  responded  by 
calling  the  raids  a  "publicity 
stunt"  and  added,  "They  are 
a  tactic  to  push  people  away 
from  focusing  on  the  failures 
of  the  immigration  system  as 
a  whole." 

However,  Obama  may 
not  want  to  be  seen  prioritiz¬ 
ing  immigration  with  other 
pressing  issues  on  his  To  Do 
List.  According  to  Joel  Mill- 
man  and  June  Kronholz  of  the 
Wall  Street  Journal,  the  new 
administration's  preoccupa¬ 
tion  with  the  economic  crisis 
will  likely  delay  sweeping 
changes  to  immigration  law. 
According  to  Millman  and 
Kronholz,  "Obama  will  be 
focused  on  the  economy  and 


tax  policy  and  isn't  likely  to 
expend  political  capital  on 
such  a  divisive  issue." 

If  Obama  is  unable  to 
tackle  comprehensive  im¬ 
migration  reform  early  in 
his  presidency,  he  may  take 
a  "piecemeal"  approach  to 
fixing  the  immigration  system 
by  tackling  areas  of  the  law 
that  are  particularly  trouble¬ 
some.  According  to  Marcelo 
Balive  of  New  America  Media, 
areas  that  need  to  be  imme¬ 
diately  addressed  include  the 
backlog  of  visa  and  citizenship 
applications,  the  overwhelmed 
immigration  courts,  an 
inadequate  prison  system  for 
immigrant  detainees,  and  the 
Bush  administration  decision 
to  begin  mailing  notices  to 
employers  of  workers  with 
suspect  Social  Security 
numbers.  Furthermore,  based 
on  Obama's  September  2008 
remarks,  it  appears  that  the 
stopping  of  immigration  raids 
may  be  a  top  priority  for  him 
as  president. 

The  question  remains, 
however,  whether  comprehen¬ 
sive  immigration  reform  is  on 
the  horizon  as  President-Elect 
Obama  prepares  to  take  office. 

"What  the  election 
showed  is  that  the  conven¬ 
tional  wisdom  on  why  im¬ 
migration  reform  is  too  hot  to 
handle  is  wrong,"  said  Frank 
Sharry  of  America's  Voice, 
a  pro-immigration  lobbying 
group.  In  fact,  according 
to  Sharry,  Democrats  need 
to  push  for  an  immigration 
overhaul  to  satisfy  the  now 
crucial  Latino  voting  constitu¬ 
ency  for  Obama's  reelection 
bid  in  2012. 

According  to  Clarissa 
Martinez,  Senior  Director  of 
Immigration  and  National 


Campaigns  for  the  National 
Council  of  La  Raza,  over  the 
last  three  years  in  particular, 
immigration  has  been  the 
"driving  push  factor"  influenc¬ 
ing  the  Latino  vote.  Statistics 
support  Ms.  Martinez's  argu¬ 
ment.  Election  results  indicate 
that  a  candidate's  stance  on 
immigration  reform  played  a 
pivotal  role  in  who  gained  the 
majority  vote  in  certain  battle¬ 
ground  congressional  races 
and  Obama  greatly  benefited 
by  strong  support  from  the 
Latino  and  immigrant  com¬ 
munities. 

President-Elect  Obama 
has  a  "historic  opportunity  to 
carry  out  immigration  reform, 
because  he  received  wide¬ 
spread  citizen  support  from 
voters,  and  he  will  have  a  ma¬ 
jority  in  Congress  and  House 
of  Representatives  that  can 
help  him  make  the  changes 
needed  to  help  undocumented 
immigrants  who  work  in  the 
United  States,"  said  Jose  Edu¬ 
ardo  Borunda,  political  science 
professor  at  the  Autonomous 
University  of  Chihuahua  in 
Juarez,  Mexico.  However, 
according  to  Frank  Sharry, 

"he  is  going  to  have  people  in 
one  ear  who  say,  'Wait  wait, 
it's  too  controversial,'  and  in 
the  other,  people  will  be  say¬ 
ing,  'But  this  is  why  you  got 
elected."' 

Those  supporting  compre¬ 
hensive  immigration  reform 
hope  that  their  voice  is  the  one 
that  President-Elect  Obama 
chooses  to  follow  early  in  his 
presidency. 

Keith  A.  Pabian,  Esq.  is 
an  Immigration  Attorney  at 
Pabian  &  Russell,  LLC.  Mr. 
Pabian  can  be  reached  at  (617) 
951-3100  or  by  email  at  kpa- 
bian@pabianrussell.com. 
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Help  Wanted  - 
Assembler 

Small  mfg  company  in 
So. Boston  seeks  mature 
person  to  perform  assy 
work.  No  prior  exp. 
required,  but  strong  attn 
to  detail  and  good  work 
ethic  is  important.  Must 
be  able  to  communicate 
in  English.  Temp- 
to-perm  position,  35-40  / 
week.  E-mail  resume  to 
dave@practicalsolar.com 

or  call  617-464-1770 

BE  PART  OF  SAMPAN 
Becoming  a  Contribut¬ 
ing  Writer 

As  a  contributing  writer, 
you  will  work  with  the 
editors  to  discuss  writ¬ 
ing  or  reporting  projects, 
which  cover  topics  that 
are  germane  to  the  Asian 
American  population 
of  the  Greater  Boston 


Area.  Examples  of  these 
topics  are:  immigration, 
employment,  culture  and 
education.  The  SAMPAN 
features  two  language 
sections:  Chinese  English. 
To  become  a  contribut¬ 
ing  writer  for  the  Chinese 
section,  you  need  to  be 
fluent  in  Chinese  (Man¬ 
darin  and/or  Cantonese) 
and  English,  and  have 
strong  Chinese  writing 
skills.  You  should  be  able 
to  type  traditional  Chinese 
characters  using  a  word 
processor.  To  become  a 
contributing  writer  for  the 
English  section,  you  need 
to  have  strong  writing 
skills. 

The  Sampan  will  assist 
students  to  obtain  aca¬ 
demic  credits. 

If  interested  in  becoming 
our  contributing  writers, 
please  submit  your  re¬ 
sume  to  recruit@sampan. 
org. 
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ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 
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We  have  experience  in  many 
areas  of  immigration  law, 
including: 

•  Family-based  permanent  and 
temporary  visas 

•  Student  visas 

•  Naturalization  and  Citizenship 

•  Relief  from  removal 

•  Deportation  defense 

•  Employment-based  permanent  visas 

•  Temporary  work  visas 

•  Change  of  status 

•  Visa  reinstatements 

•  Asylum 

•  Advocacy  and  guidance  to 
businesses  and  individuals 
concerned  about  immigration  raids 
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FREE  initial  consultation!!! 

Within  minutes  of  the 
subway  and  commuter  rail 


265  Franklin  Street 
Boston,  MA  02110 
miS  (617)  951-3100 

Sfllilt  www.pabianrussell.com 


boston  design 
south  shore  comfort 


•  FREE  Heat/HW 

■  Re-designed  for  Comfort 
and  Convenience 

■  New  European  Kitchens 

■  Spacious  Closets 

■  Laundry  Suites  &  W/D 
Hook-ups 

■  Air  Conditioning 

•  PET  FRIENDLY 

’  Close  to  the  T,  shopping, 
dining,  &  major  highways 

■  Swimming  Pool 
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i  •  ^  Rents  from  $1270 

Leasing  Office  Open  7  Days 

99  Chestnut  West,  Randolph,  MA 
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The  Public  Schools  of  Brookline 

Brookline,  MA 


K-8  Elementary  Principal 

We  seek  an  outstanding  school  administrator  to  lead  the 
Edith  Baker  School. 

A  proven  record  of  collaborative  leadership  working  with 
staff,  students  and  parents  to  ensure  the  success  of  all 
students  is  essential.  The  next  principal  of  Baker  School  will 
have  excellent  communication  skills  and  a  strong  knowledge 
base  regarding  K-8  curriculum  and  pedagogy,  as  well  as 
the  ability  to  maximize  the  human  and  material  resources 
available  to  meet  the  academic  and  social  needs  of  all 
students. 

To  apply,  please  submit  a  letter  of  interest,  resume,  three 
current  letters  of  recommendation,  official  transcripts,  and 
a  copy  of  Massachusetts  Principal  License  or  a  statement  of 
bility  for  licensure. 

Review  of  applications  will  continue  until  position  is 
filled.  Please  send  the  complete  application  package  to: 

Dr.  Anne  Wilson 
Director  of  Human  Resources 
The  Public  Schools  of  Brookline 
333  Washington  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02445 
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Member  Minority  Student 
Achievement  Network  ( MSAN ) 
An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
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Beautifuly  maintained  top  floor  corner 
unit  with  water  views.  2  bed,  2  bath,  2 
deeded  parking, indoor  pool  and  exer¬ 
cise  facility.  On  bus  Rt.  1  mile  from 
Quincy  Center  T.  Open  House  Sun.  1-3 
500  Washington  St.  Quincy.  $212000. 

Tel:  617-472-7700 

Web:  www.realty7.biz 
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American  Government 

mikHf 

A  :  Principles  of  American 
Democracy 

a  :  mmi  K^iKHij 


1  •  What  is  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land? 


A:  The  constitution. 


8  :  Mm 


o 


Independence  do? 

A  :  Announce  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  from  Great  Britain. 

8 :  ° 

A  :  Declared  our  independence  from 
Great  Britain 

8  :  ±  ° 

A  :  Said  that  the  United  States  is  free 
from  Great  Britain 

8  :  ° 


2  •  What  does  the  constitution  do? 

m :  ? 

A  :  Sets  up  the  government. 

8 :  ; 

A  :  Defines  the  government 

8  :  5 

A  :  It  protects  basic  rights  of 
Americans. 

8 : 

3.  Theideaofself-governmentisin 
the  first  three  words  of  the  Constitution. 
What 

are  these  words? 

I«] : 

’  'xi-Mr-fcim  ? 

A  :  We  the  People 

8  ••  «fflAK 

4  •  What  is  an  amendment? 

IS]  :  ? 

A  :  It  is  a  change  to  the 
Constitution. 

8 :  ° 

A:  An  addition  to  the  Constitution. 

8 :  m&Mmm • 

5.  What  do  we  call  the  first  ten 
amendments  to  the  Constitution? 

m : 

im  ? 

A  •  The  bill  of  Rights. 

8  :  AW  mm  • 

6.  W  hat  is  one  right  or  freedom 
from  the  First  Amendment? 

m :  -wiEW+wffiw 

A  :  Speech. 

8  :  refill!  5 

A  :  Religion. 

&:&#fnli; 

A  :  Assembly. 

8 :  ; 

A  :  Press. 

8  =  i\\ ik  mu ; 

A  :  Petition  the  government. 

8  ■  Agfrisift^wmaA  • 

7  •  How  many  amendments  does  the 
Constitution  have? 

mi :  1 1 1 u  z  iE%  ? 

A  :  Twenty-seven  (27). 

8  :  27JE&IE&  • 


9.  What  are  two  rights  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence? 

m  =  ;mw 
m 

A  :  Life 

8 : 

A  :  Liberty 

A  :  Pursuit  of  happiness 

10.  What  is  freedom  of  religion? 

A  :  You  can  practice  any  religion,  or 
not  practice  a  religion. 

8 :  »  ma 


11  •  What  is  the  economic  system  in 
the  United  States? 

A  :  Capitalist  economy. 

8  ■  ; 

A  :  Market  economy. 

8 : 

12.  What  is  the  “rule  of  law”  ? 

A  :  Everyone  must  follow  the  law. 

8  :  ° 

A  :  Leaders  must  obey  the  law. 

8  :  ° 

A  :  Government  must  obey  the  law. 
8  :  0 
A  :  No  one  is  above  the  law. 

8  :  « 


B  :  System  of  Government 
B  :  MttJ 


13.  Name  one  branch  or  part  of  the 
government. 

Hi] :  Mtt-M  -flwmn  « 

A  :  Congress. 

55;  : 


A  :  Legislative. 

8  ■  ±m  i%; 

A  :  President. 

8  ••  mu-, 

A  :  Executive. 

8  : 

A  :  The  courts. 

8  : 

A  :  Judicial. 

8  :  0 


government  from  becoming  too 
powerful? 

ftAA  ? 

A  :  Checks  and  balances 

8 :  m 

A  :  Separation  of  pow  ers 

8 :  mmytt. 

15.  Who  is  in  charge  of  the  Executive 
Branch  ? 

N  :  fr&SPTOSaA*? 

A  :  The  President. 

8  =  * 

I 

16.  Who  makes  federal  laws? 

A  :  Congress. 

8  •  ffl#; 

A  :  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives. 

8  ■ 

A  :  (  U.S.  or  national )  legislative. 

8 : ( mmM&mmmm > ±mm 
m- 

17.  What  are  the  two  parts  of  the 
United  States  Congress? 

ffl: 

A  :  The  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives. 

8 :  » 

18.  How  many  United  States 
Senators  are  there? 

m  -■  mmz&mmM? 

A:  100. 

8  :  100(4  0 

19.  We  elect  a  U.S.  Senator  for  how 
many  years? 

m :  m&wmm- -&#§**? 

A :  Six  (6). 

8 : • 

20.  Who  is  one  of  your  state  ’  s  U.S. 
Senators? 

- 

A  :  John  Kerry  or  ( Edward 

Kennedy )  . 

.8  : 

jfi)  « 

21.  The  House  of  Representatives 
has  how'  many  voting  members? 

Hi]  = 

nm? 

A:  435. 

8  :  435(4  « 

22.  We  elect  a  U.S.  Representative 
for  how  many  years? 

Hi]:  -xmimii 

TOA? 

A  :  Two  (2). 

8  :  ° 


Hi] : 

A  :  Answers  will  vary.  [  Check  with 
A  AC  A  for  the  US  Representative  of  your 
district  ]. 

24.  Who  does  a  U.S.  Senator 
represent? 

A  :  All  people  of  the  state. 

25.  Why  do  some  states  have  more 
Representatives  than  other  states? 

A  :  Because  of  the  state’  s 

population 

A:  Because  they  have  more  people 

A  :  Because  some  states  have  more 
people 

8  :  0  M^»AN  ttJtftfeWl'l'j 
AP£ 

26.  We  elect  a  President  for  how 
many  years? 

m :  -ikma  ? 

A  :  Four  (4)  years. 

8  :  ° 

27.  In  what  month  do  we  vote  for 
President? 

:  «{HM  flA])]iS%a^L? 

A  :  November 

28  •  What  is  the  name  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States? 

H9  : 

A  :  George  W.  Bush 

8  =  mrmft  ms.  w.  ^ 

29  •  Who  is  the  vice  President  now? 

A  :  Richard  (Dick)  Cheney 

8:«g(»dE)m5 

A  :  Dick  Cheney. 

8:»ca.MEM; 

30  •  If  the  President  can  no  longer 
serve,  who  becomes  President? 

ra :  Mttjapfiew  ’ 

A  :  The  Vice  President. 

8 :  $Mifi  • 

31.  If  both  the  President  and  the 
Vice  President  can  no  longer  serve,  who 
becomes  president? 

hu  : 

A  :  The  Speaker  of  the  House. 

8 :  • 


8.  >\’hat  did  the  Declaration  of 


14.  What  stops  one  branch  of  23.  Name  your  U.S  Representative. 
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